EXCERPTS FROM THEODOR HERZL’S The Jewish State (1896)

INTRODUCTION

It is astonishing how little insight into the science of economics many of the men who
move in the midst of active life possess. Hence it is that even Jews faithfully repeat the
cry of the Anti-Semites: "We depend for sustenance on the nations who are our hosts, and
if we had no hosts to support us we should die of starvation." This is a point that shows
how unjust accusations may weaken our self-knowledge. But what are the true grounds
for this statement concerning the nations that act as "hosts"? Where it is not based on
limited physiocratic views it is founded on the childish error that commodities pass from
hand to hand in continuous rotation. We need not wake from long slumber, like Rip van
Winkle, to realize that the world is considerably altered by the production of new
commodities. The technical progress made during this wonderful era enables even a man
of most limited intelligence to note with his short-sighted eyes the appearance of new
commodities all around him. The spirit of enterprise has created them.

The world possesses slaves of extraordinary capacity for work, whose appearance has
been fatal to the production of handmade goods: these slaves are the machines. It is true
that workmen are required to set machinery in motion; but for this we have men in
plenty, in super-abundance. Only those who are ignorant of the conditions of Jews in
many countries of Eastern Europe would venture to assert that Jews are either unfit or
unwilling to perform manual labor.

The departure of the Jews will involve no economic disturbances, no crises, no
persecutions; in fact, the countries they abandon will revive to a new period of prosperity.
There will be an inner migration of Christian citizens into the positions evacuated by
Jews. The outgoing current will be gradual, without any disturbance, and its initial
movement will put an end to Anti-Semitism. The Jews will leave as honored friends, and
if some of them return, they will receive the same favorable welcome and treatment at the
hands of civilized nations as is accorded to all foreign visitors. Their exodus will have no
resemblance to a flight, for it will be a well-regulated movement under control of public
opinion. The movement will not only be inaugurated with absolute conformity to law, but
it cannot even be carried out without the friendly cooperation of interested Governments,
who would derive considerable benefits from it.

Security for the integrity of the idea and the vigor of its execution will be found in the
creation of a body corporate, or corporation. This corporation will be called "The Society
of Jews." In addition to it there will be a Jewish company, an economically productive
body.



These prefatory remarks are merely intended as a hasty reply to the mass of objections
which the very words "Jewish State" are certain to arouse. Henceforth we shall proceed
more slowly to meet further objections and to explain in detail what has been as yet only
indicated; and we shall try in the interests of this pamphlet to avoid making it a dull
exposition. Short aphoristic chapters will therefore best answer the purpose.

THE PLAN

The whole plan is in its essence perfectly simple, as it must necessarily be if it is to come
within the comprehension of all. Let the sovereignty be granted us over a portion of the
globe large enough to satisfy the rightful requirements of a nation; the rest we shall
manage for ourselves. The creation of a new State is neither ridiculous nor impossible.
We have in our day witnessed the process in connection with nations which were not
largely members of the middle class, but poorer, less educated, and consequently weaker
than ourselves. The Governments of all countries scourged by Anti-Semitism will be
keenly interested in assisting us to obtain the sovereignty we want.

We must not imagine the departure of the Jews to be a sudden one. It will be gradual,
continuous, and will cover many decades. The poorest will go first to cultivate the soil. In
accordance with a preconceived plan, they will construct roads, bridges, railways and
telegraph installations; regulate rivers; and build their own dwellings; their labor will
create trade, trade will create markets and markets will attract new settlers, for every man
will go voluntarily, at his own expense and his own risk. The labor expended on the land
will enhance its value, and the Jews will soon perceive that a new and permanent sphere
of operation is opening here for that spirit of enterprise which has heretofore met only
with hatred and obloquy.

If we wish to conduct building operations, we shall not plant a mass of stakes and piles
on the shore of a lake, but we shall build as men build now. Indeed, we shall build in a
bolder and more stately style than was ever adopted before, for we now possess means
which men never yet possessed. The emigrants standing lowest in the economic scale will
be slowly followed by those of a higher grade. Those who at this moment are living in
despair will go first. They will be led by the mediocre intellects which we produce so
superabundantly and which are persecuted everywhere.

This pamphlet will open a general discussion on the Jewish Question, but that does not
mean that there will be any voting on it. Such a result would ruin the cause from the
outset, and dissidents must remember that allegiance or opposition is entirely voluntary.
He who will not come with us should remain behind.

Should the Powers declare themselves willing to admit our sovereignty over a neutral
piece of land, then the Society will enter into negotiations for the possession of this land.
Here two territories come under consideration, Palestine and Argentine. In both countries
important experiments in colonization have been made, though on the mistaken principle
of a gradual infiltration of Jews. An infiltration is bound to end badly. It continues till the
inevitable moment when the native population feels itself threatened, and forces the



Government to stop a further influx of Jews. Immigration is consequently futile unless we
have the sovereign right to continue such immigration.

LANGUAGE

It might be suggested that our want of a common current language would present
difficulties. We cannot converse with one another in Hebrew. Who amongst us has a
sufficient acquaintance with Hebrew to ask for a railway ticket in that language? Such a
thing cannot be done. [146] Yet the difficulty is very easily circumvented. Every man can
preserve the language in which his thoughts are at home. Switzerland affords a
conclusive proof of the possibility of a federation of tongues. We shall remain in the new
country what we now are here, and we shall never cease to cherish with sadness the
memory of the native land out of which we have been driven.

We shall give up using those miserable stunted jargons, those Ghetto languages which we
still employ, for these were the stealthy tongues of prisoners. Our national teachers will
give due attention to this matter; and the language which proves itself to be of greatest
utility for general intercourse will be adopted without compulsion as our national tongue.
Our community of race is peculiar and unique, for we are bound together only by the
faith of our fathers.

THEOCRACY

Shall we end by having a theocracy? No, indeed. Faith unites us, knowledge gives us
freedom. We shall therefore prevent any theocratic tendencies from coming to the fore on
the part of our priesthood. We shall keep our priests within the confines of their temples
in the same way as we shall keep our professional army within the confines of their
barracks. Army and priesthood shall receive honors high as their valuable functions
deserve. But they must not interfere in the administration of the State which confers
distinction upon them, else they will conjure up difficulties without and within.

Every man will be as free and undisturbed in his faith or his disbelief as he is in his
nationality. And if it should occur that men of other creeds and different nationalities
come to live amongst us, we should accord them honorable protection and equality before
the law. We have learnt toleration in Europe. This is not sarcastically said; for the Anti-
Semitism of today could only in a very few places be taken for old religious intolerance.
It is for the most part a movement among civilized nations by which they try to chase
away the spectres of their own past.



